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lad wanted through the deep mire of a country
lane. He ended by killing the poor beast. This
is the type of a ' Conquistador/ cruel, pitiless,
much enduring, and capable. The future * Con-
quistador * was afraid to go home after what he
had done. For it was the family donkey, and his
father was a very poor peasant. He ran away
to Seville. At that time Pedrarias was preparing
his great expedition to the isthmus. The young
ruffian offered himself as a soldier, a likely looking
lad enough so far as personal strength was con-
cerned. When asked for an account of himself
he only knew his Christian name, which was
Sebastian,1 and that he came from a village called
Belalcazar. So they enlisted him, gave him the
name of Sebastian de Belalcazar, and he sailed
for the New World.

Young Sebastian displayed remarkable sagacity
in getting Pedrarias out of a serious difficulty on
an occasion when he was lost in the Darien forests.
From that time his fortune was made. Pedrarias
gave him a command in an expedition to Nicaragua,
and he took part in the founding of Leon. He
joined the expedition of Pizarro to Peru, who left
him in command at San Miguel de Piura. His

1 His father's name is believed to have been Moyano.